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Vegetable gardening at home can be
made so easy that anyone can do it. Last
month’s article revealed the secrets: Go
organic and focus on healthy soil and or-
ganic fertilizers; consider a small garden
of raised beds instead of a traditional in-
ground garden; and fill beds with weed-
less potting mix instead of tilling up
existing Carolina clay soil. The resulting
garden will be extremely productive and
easy to maintain, with minimal watering
and almost no weeding,

This month we'll talk about how to
get your raised-bed garden started, be-
ginning with site selection and prepara-
tion — a key element to success.

The right site
Putting a garden in the wrong place

cinder blocks and stone are other ma-
terials to consider, but vour best bet is
pressure-treated decking.

Although decking is not ideal for
organic gardening, vou can use black
plastic to line the raised beds inner walls
so0 the chemicals used to pressure-treat
the wood won't leach into your garden.

Bed construction

Create slots for your rails by digging
a two-inch-wide trench that starts an
inch below the lowest spot in the bed.
Continue around the perimeter, keep-

Materials list

e Four 12-foot pieces of 5'%-by-1'2-
inch decking, each cut into a three-
foot and a nine-foot section

e One eight-foot  pressure-treated
two-by-four, cut into six 16-inch
pieces

e One very small roll of black plastic

e 30 1%-inch decking screws
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ing the trench level. In each inside cor-

Building the beds is the hardest part
of getting a garden started — from now
on, all you have to do is plant seeds and
water as needed. Feb. 16th is the day to
plant most of your spring garden seeds,

so get going, and get growing! J

Rosenberg will be Ray Terrys puest
Feb. 16, 8-10 a.m., on WKNZ 1660 AM's
“About Your Home." Tune in as Charlotte
Weekly's Instant Organic Gardener an-
swers callers’ guestions and shares how to
eliminate 90 percent of the work associ-

ated with gardening.

www.thecharlotteweekly.com



