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Tomatoes are the most popular
home-grown wvegetable in the United
States because their fresh taste is so
much better than anything you can get
in the grocery store.

Tomatoes are easy to find and
easy to grow; nonetheless, results
sometimes can be disappointing. The
plant is susceptible to insects, disease
and wilting. Heirloom tomatoes are
increasingly popular, but the older
varieties are not disease resistant.
The good news is with a little bit of
knowledge and planning, tomatoes can

be a winner in your garden this year.

Here are 13 tips for terrific
tomatoes:

1. Bush or indeterminate plants?
Choose wisely. Bush plants grow
only so tall and then stop growing.
They are best for patios and large pots
or small gardens with limited space.

Pinch off “suckers® (small sprouts in the el-
bows of a plant's main branches) to strength-
en the tomato plants main stem and to avoid
an unwieldy tomato jungle.

end up with a tomato jungle.

8. Tie them up. As plants grow up
the stakes, you'll need to tie them up.
Use 15-inch lengths of soft, sisal twine.
Wrap the twine around the stake twice,
then tie it loosely under a branch. Resist
the urge to tie the plant too soon. Let it
grow and strengthen in the breeze first.

This will result in a stockier plant with a
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